
 

Health impacts of large-scale floods: Governmental decision-making and
resilience of the citizens

   
   
   
Abstract:

During the 15th World Congress on Disaster and Emergency Medicine in Amsterdam, May 2007
(15WCDEM), a targeted agenda program (TAP) about the public health aspects of large-scale floods was
organized. The main goal of the TAP was the establishment of an overview of issues that would help
governmental decision-makers to develop policies to increase the resilience of the citizens during floods.
During the meetings, it became clear that citizens have a natural resistance to evacuations. This results in
death due to drowning and injuries. Recently, communication and education programs have been
developed that may increase awareness that timely evacuation is important and can be life-saving. After a
flood, health problems persist over prolonged periods, including increased death rates during the first year
after a flood and a higher incidence of chronic illnesses that last for decades after the flood recedes.
Population-based resilience (bottom-up) and governmental responsibility (top-down) must be combined to
prepare regions for the health impact of evacuations and floods. More research data are needed to become
better informed about the health impact and consequences of translocation of health infrastructures after
evacuations. A better understanding of the consequences of floods will support governmental
decision-making to mitigate the health impact. A top-10 priority action list was formulated.

Source: Ask your librarian to help locate this item.   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker, Public

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health
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 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Freshwater, Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury, Mental Health/Stress

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function
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 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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